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John C. Roth Started computer 
business; led restoration of Ozark 
Trail OBITUARY 
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John C. Roth, a computer whiz who led the restoration of 
Missouri's Ozark Trail, died Friday (July 3, 2009) when a tree fell 
on him at his farm in Crawford County. He was 50 and lived in St. 
Louis. 


Mr. Roth apparently had been using his tractor to get his farm 
ready for a Fourth of July party the next day. 


He was driving the tractor when a dead oak tree fell, missing the 
roll bar atop the tractor that might have protected him, and striking 
him in the back of the head. Later that day, relatives found his body 
with the tractor, which was still running. 


Mr. Roth was born in St. Louis, graduated from Mehlville High 
School and attended the University of Missouri-Columbia. 


After a series of eight computer-related jobs, he decided that he 
wasn't cut out to work for other people and formed his own 
computer consulting business. He named it Mackenzie-Roth. 


"There was no Mackenzie," his father, Charles Roth said 


Wednesday. "He felt that adding the name gave him greater 
stature. But it was all his company." 


He sold the company to a Chicago firm about 11 years ago, 
sharing the proceeds with his employees, who numbered more 
than 30, his father said. 


Mr. Roth loved to hike, and while on a section of trail in the summer 
of 1997, he found trees down, weeds overgrown and no trail 
markers. He called the U.S. Forest Service to complain. 


That's when Paul Nazarenko of the Forest Service told him to 
come on down and help fix up the trail. 


Mr. Roth showed up a day later, ready for work. 


"John didn't Know anything about the outdoors, trails or 
machinery," Nazarenko said in a 2006 interview. "He was a 
computer geek. | told him, 'You don't fit in here.’ But he's been with 
me ever since. ... He's taken the Ozark Trail out of the Dark Ages." 


Mr. Roth formed the Ozark Trail Association as a nonprofit 
corporation to raise money on behalf of the trail. He was the 
organization's first president. 


His hope was to repair and expand the trail, said his wife, Anne 
Roth, so that it might one day rival in popularity of the Appalachian 
Trail, the nation's longest marked footpath. 


Today, the Ozark Trail begins near the Onondaga Cave near 
Leasburg, Mo., and has about 350 miles of mostly wooded, back- 
country routes. Volunteers for the trail operate out of a home in 
Potosi, Mo., donated by the Forest Service. 


Mr. Roth hoped to eventually see the trail grow from the Ozarks to 
Arkansas. 


"He was driven to see the completion of the trail," said a friend, 
Steve Coates. 


A memorial service will be held from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. July 17 at 
Kutis Affton Chapel, 10151 Gravois Road. The body was 
cremated. 


Survivors, in addition to his wife, include two sons, Michael Roth of 
Tulsa, Okla., and Thomas Roth of St. Louis; his parents, Charles 
and Marie Roth of St. Louis County; and a brother, James Roth of 
Colorado Springs. 


Memorial contributions may be made to the Ozark Trail 
Association, 483 South Kirkwood Road, No. 40, Kirkwood, Mo. 
63122 


